Thinking about Symbols

Last Changes: Sunday, November 21, 2010

· Just imagining what life without symbols would be like. I am thinking of some nondescript, generalized animal out there, trying to make a living in its world.  It knows to do some things from which symbolizing could have arisen but I would think that this animal, as it is foraging in the underbrush or tracking its prey, doesn’t need symbols. However it does know and use some of the things that could be precursors of symbolizing. It knows that the scent left behind by its prey, the smell seeping down from a tree full of ripe fruit, the call of a bird and other kinds of sensory inputs stand for something they are not (this being a key requirement for symbols).
Can we identify other precursor experiences and the lifescapes within which they became established? Dreams?
· I am on the beach. There is a line where the high tide left a streak of debris. Foam, small shells, vegetative matter, that sort of thing. Other than me, who among the creatures populating the beach sees that line as “this is where the water was?” Not to speak of the recognition that this is a recurrent event and what that might imply for where I spread my blanket? Turtles know something about that because they lay their eggs above the line but I would be hard pressed to think that that implies something similar to me when I think about making camp. 
Evolution for LS                             Thursday, December 09, 2010                       6:15 AM                 1/3

