Footprints in Sand and Ashes
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· Millions of years ago, a creature.person, like me, may have walked down to the water’s edge. She turns and sees the footprints she has just made. She sees their sequentiality -- positionally and chronologically. Further down, she comes across another line of prints going down to the water. And she understands, as did Robinson Crusoe, that they were made by another creature. Another creature like her.  

· Her own bodily experience allows her to extrapolate to that of others. She understands that others would see what she sees, smell the same saline air, feel the same sand between their toes; she knows something about their intentions, that they too might have gone down to the water to scavenge, to find what the tide left for them.

· Footprints from a place in Tanzania, called Laetroli. They are 3.6 million years old. Those creatures walked upright, with extended legs (apes can’t straighten theirs) like modern humans do.  We know because there is equal weight distribution along the foot. At one point, several of them walked over fresh volcanic ash together. 

· Their hands were no longer involved in locomotion. Were they holding hands? Were they carrying their babies and toddlers?  Were they bringing back what they found foraging on the slopes? Or had they climbed up to the smoking crater simply curious to see what changes the eruption had caused? Had they tried to catch some fire? We can only guess. What is certain is that they were walking together.  And that they would have done something with those hands they no longer needed for walking. What went on in their brains, on the other hand is pretty much up for grabs. 

